Stanley Heights Baptist Moves to Ringgold Road
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tanley Heights Baptist
Church has moved into a
very visible position in East
Ridge, and residents can expect
to feel the presence of this new
church family in a variety of
ways, leaders report.
“We are a church that is really aggressive in going into the
community and making contacts
with people,” said Pastor Brent
Baughman.
Stanley Heights is also aggressive in training its young
people.
“Our goal is to train young
people for a lifetime of service to
Jesus Christ,” Baughman said.
The church is working with
the Chattanooga Rescue Mission
— they have a heart for homeless
people and others struggling in
the downtown area.
“We are a very traditional
church in the way we approach
things,” said Baughman. “That
makes us distinct from a lot of
churches now. We are the kind of
place people can trust in our ap-

Brent Baughman
proach in everything we do.”
The church family is excited
by its move to Ringgold Road
from its Dabney Drive location. East Ridge residents have
watched as the church has slowly
been renovated from the outside
in, and the move spawned a special appreciation for East Ridge
authorities. Often police officers
would stop by the church late at
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“I believe strongly in people
being a part of the work of the
church,” Baughman said. “Our
kids are really involved. To me
it’s exciting that our kids and
teen-agers are involved and doing the work of the church, and
so are the older folks.”
Stanley Heights is tuned to
community needs and is one of
few regional churches offering
sign language for the deaf. Every
service is interpreted. Stanley
Heights sponsored a Spanish
church plant and also is open to
the possibility of another one as
God provides a bilingual and bicultural leader.
“We believe so strongly that
Jesus Christ can make a difference, we want every body to
know,” Baughman said. “I feel so
passionate about the transforming power of Jesus Christ. I want
people to know there is a place
like ours that proclaims that and
can be a haven for them and yet
is distinct and balanced.”
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night to investigate when renovations were going on.
“It is important as a church
to show we appreciate what they
do,” Baughman said.
“They have been good to us.”
Stanley Height’s effort to
recognize officials represents
a church philosophy that East
Ridge residents are likely to
notice. Stanley Heights wants to
connect with people. They want
to connect with people who need
them, and they want to connect
with people who they can serve.
“That is who we are and
who we need to be,” the pastor
said. “The people who come are
people who are hungry and are
seeking truth,” the pastor said.
“They are seeking something
that is real.”
Baughman calls his preaching real and contextual, true to
the scriptures. Stanley Heights,
filled with members from all
over the region, believes in
standing strong on the authority
of the Bible.
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