Zoning Board
dedication, time
much appreciated
By Janet Middleton

East Ridge City Recorder
EAST RIDGE — The Zoning Appeals
Board is a committee of citizens from
East Ridge that are appointed by the City
Councilmembers to hear zoning appeals
and variance cases. Boardmembers are
appointed that have a general working
knowledge of the City’s Zoning Ordinance
and building requirements.
Cases are heard at a monthly meeting
after a property owner has filed a variance
application with the building inspection
department. Some examples of cases
include requests for relaxation of set back
requirements (how close a building can be

Members of the Zoning Appeals Board includes, from left: Councilmember Louie Thompson,
Board member Bill Jones, Councilmember Tom Card, Board member Bill Voss, Board member Steve Leach, Mayor Fred Pruett, Vice Mayor Vince Dean, Board member Mac Pendley,
Councilmember Denny Manning, and Board member Mike Hendrix.
to the property lines), lot size requirements,
and sign restrictions.
All of the board members, with the
exception of one, have served for several

years. The City of East Ridge would like
to formerly thank all zoning board members for their invaluable service and commitment of time to our community.

Lower property taxes? Be proud to live in East Ridge!
By Vince Dean

East Ridge Vice Mayor
EAST RIDGE — The East Ridge City
Council recently passed an ordinance that
reduces its citizen’s property tax rate from
$1.25 per $100 of assessed value to $1.08 per
$100 of assessed value. State law mandates
that property tax rates are adjusted following
an assessment. While the assessed value of
your property may increase, your tax rate
will decrease, hopefully balancing the difference.
The City Council is proud of the level of
services we offer to our citizens. Recently
we purchased several new pieces of equipment for the Sanitation Department. These
pieces of equipment will help the department
continue to offer a Solid Waste removal
service that is second to none in this region.
Twice weekly garbage service is virtually
unheard of in any city around. Weekly brush
pickup is also a goal that we strive hard to
provide.
Our Public Safety Department provides
fire protection that ranks in the top 7 percent
nationally. Construction of the new Fire
Station No. 2 on Fred Pruett Parkway, near
the entrance to Camp Jordan, will only serve
to enhance our already remarkable response
times. The Fire Department also recently
“A Community of History.”

Vince Dean, East Ridge Vice Mayor,
writes on great changes in the city.
added a second fire truck to its fleet. Also
recently announced is the decision for the
Public Safety Department to re-assume the
duties of Animal Control inside the City of
East Ridge, providing 24-hour animal control
service. A contract with the Hamilton County
Humane Society will terminate on or near
the first of November. We feel that this will

be one more area that we can provide better
service to our citizens.
Improvements in our already renowned
Camp Jordan Park are slated for the near
future. Money has been budgeted for
improvements in several areas of the park.
Most all improvements in the park, along
with cost of construction for the new Fire
Station are being funded by a Hotel/Motel
occupancy tax, passed by the City Council
earlier this year.
The bottom line is that East Ridge is still
a wonderful place to live. Your East Ridge
City Council is working hard to provide the
best level of service, across the board, at the
most efficient cost possible. We can’t pave
every road and from time to time, we might
miss a problem that is important to you
personally. We may even vote on an issue
differently that you want us to. However,
all five members of the council take their
responsibility seriously and hope that in this
year, a NON-election year, we have made
you proud to live in East Ridge. After all,
how can anyone not be happy with a tax rate
17 cents lower than the previous year and an
increase in level of service. So, the next time
you are faced with one of the handful of pessimists that thinks things are so bad in East
Ridge, here is a little ammunition for you.
Think Positive!
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